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Nothing can be more clear than what bas been asserted by Le 
Clerc and Gibbon, that from the time the Jews received the S:nai 
dispensation of the Law, till the Bahylonian captivity, the hopes 
as well as ‘the fears of the Jewish nation, were confined within the 
narrow compass of the present life. But after the Jews were re- 
stored by Cyrus, and became divided into sects, the Pharisees re- 
ceived under the name of traditions ; the doctrine of future rewards 
and punishments, with several other speculative tenets from the 
Philosophy or religion of the eastern nations. Gibbon’s Rome, 
vol. 1. ch. 15. Plato, in Tim. et de Repub. uses such language as 
to manifest, that he and Socrates borrowed their ideas of future 
rewards and punishments from others ; and Suidas informs us they 
borrowed them from the Egyptians. But notwithstanding all the 
influence of the Pythagorean and Platonic Philosophy.supported in 
this instance, by the combined interests of Priest craft and King- 
craft, Cicero, a most consummate philosopher and statesman, who 
flourished about filty years before Christ, declares, Tuscul. Quest. 
L. 1. S. 10. that the old fables of the Elysian fields and Ptuto’s 





kingdom, were grown ridiculous, and abandoned to the poets and 


painters! Moreover. it is extremely futile, to refer to Jewish Tar- 
gums for support to a doctrine denounced by the Jewish scriptures. 
Had the Targums taught the doctrine alleged, though tt were only 
as a Jewish tradition, surely we would much more reasonably ex- 
pect to find it in the Mishna, which was the grand repository of 
of all their traditions. Yet so far from supporting the doctrine, 
the quotations of Dr. A. Clarke on Mat. 12. 32, show that both 
the Babylonian and Jerusalem Gemara assert, unequivocally, that 
death wipes off all stains, even the sin of blasphemy ! 

— We are perfectly in accordance with Dr. 8. Clark,and Dr. Camp- 
bell, in saying that Gehenna is the only word, in the uew Testa- 
ment that signifies a place of punishment, but we deny that place 
of torment to have any longer an existence in the Vast universe, 
In order to exhibit the sandy foundation on which these learned 
advocates of an invisible Gehenna, have built their chimerical -pal- 
ace for Pluto, I shall examine all the passages where the word Ge- 
henna occurs in the new Testament. In reading the Greek Testa- 
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ment we meet with the word Gehenna just twelve times; and the 
following are all the passages in which it is found. Mat. 5, 22, 29, 
30—'0, 28—18, 9—23, 15, 33. Mark 9, 43. 45, 47. Luke 
12. 5, and James 3, 6. In two ofthese Mat. 23, 15, and James 3, 
§, the Drs. accede that the word must be understood figurative- 
ly. The other ten are devisible into three classes. The first class 
includes those passages where Christ cautions his disciples against 
the sin of apostacy, and refers to the mode of punishing such of- 
fenders among the Jews by burning them in Gehenna. This class 
includes Mat. 5, 29, 30—10, 28—18, 9. Mark 9, 43, 45, 47. 
Luke 12, 5. The second class includes only one passage. Mat. 5, 
22 where he describes the danger of bim, who preferred a charge 
of apostacy against another; and the third or last contains only 
one, also, namely Mat. <3. 33, where our Lord demands of the 
scribes and Pharisees, how such serpents as they, could escape the 
unishment of Gehenna. Hence the illustration of one passage 
will suffice for the whole, w:th all intelligent and candid persons. 
In Mat. 5, 22, Jesus, in allusion to the punishment of crimes in 
the valley of Hinnom, speaks of the fire of Gehenna, which is ve- 
ry unwarrantably translated, hell fire. In this passage, three of- 
fences are noticed, and three degress of punishment proportionate 
to the crimes. 1. Anger and its consequences, for which an ap- 
peal might be made to the judgment, or less Sanhedrin, consisting 
of twenty-three Magistrates, whose power extended to many capi- 
tal offences, and the infliction of punishment even by strangling or 
beheading. 2. Contempt, expressed by the opprobrious title of 
Raka or Shallowbrains ; for which the offender might be arraigned 
before the Council or Grand Sanhedrin, which consisted of seven- 
ty-two Elders, whose business was to take cognizance of capital 
offences only, and especially those committed against religion ; 
and to receive appeals from the lower council, for the Grand San- 
hedrin alone had power to inflict the punishment of stoning or bur- 
ning alive. 3. The third offence consisted in mortal hatred or en- 


mity, expressed by the term, Moreh, or apostate. The crime of 


apostacy was generally punished by roasting or burning alive in 
Gehenna; and the force ot our Lord’s words will appear, more 
strikingly, when we reflect that every person, who accused anoth- 
cr of apostacy, if he failed to prove the charge, suffered the pun- 
ishment due by the law to the guilty, and was consequently burned 
instead of the accused, No wonder then, that our master should 


say, whosoever shall call his brother moreh or apostate, shall be 


-in danger of the fire of Gehenna. We also hence see the propri- 


ety of the admonition in the 29th verse and collateral passages, to 
ahandon every thing, though dear as a right hand or eye, rather 
than by apostacy expose the life t> destruction, in the fire of Ge- 
hennas The common translation of Mat. 5, 22, and the doctrine 
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generally deduced from it, are alike contemptible and ridiculous f 
What! our Lord sentence another to hell-fire, for an offence of 
which he himself was frequently guilty, see Mat. 23, 17, 19.— 
Luke 11, 40. and 24, 25. The word hell occurs twelve times in 
the New Testament, as the translation of Gehenna; but surely no 
honest man would have used the former word to express the idea 
of the latter. Hell means a concealed place; but Gehenna was 
the valley of Hinnom, in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem, well 
known to all the inhabitants of that city. There is, therefore, no 
affinity in the terms, nor in the ideas suggested by them; and ac- 
cordingly the best versions retain the word Gehenna, wherever it 
occurs in the Greek. 

Notwithstanding as Gehenna is called the place where the worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched, Mark 9, 43—49, some far- 
ther explanation may be necessary. From this passage it has been 
argued that “our Lord calls the fire, into which the wicked shall be 
cast, unqnuenchaule ; aod speaks of Hell asa place where the worm 
dieth not; and that to show the perpetuity of the punishment of the 
wicked, he adds every one shall be salted with fire.’ But “ this 
argument, says Newcome, is founded upon a false interpretation 
of the metaphors, which are here employed ; and is altogether fal- 
lacious. Jesus only speaks of the wicked being cast into the val- 
ley of Hinnom, into the unquenchable fire, where the worm dieth 
not. Yet in the valley of Hinnom, the worm died when its food 
failed, and the pile, on which human sacrifices were burnt to Mol- 
och, was often extinguished. Salt being a preservative of iood, 
was among the Jews an emblem of virtue and knowledge, by which 
the mind is purified Col. 4, 6.” God says of the fire on the levitical 
altar, it shall never go out. Lev. 6.13. That he would kindle a 
fire in the gates of Jerusalem that shall never be quenched. Jer. 17, 
27. Ez. 20, 47, 48. The smoke.of {dumea was to go up torever 
and its fire not to be quenched. Is. 34.10. Yet these fires have all 
ceased to burn many hurdreds of years ago— 

There were many circumstances which caused the valley of Hin- 
nom to‘obtain the title of a place * where the worm dieth not- 
and the fire is not quenched.” In Gehenna, 185,000 of the army 
of Senacherib fell by a fiery pestilential disease, and thereby the pro- 
phecy Is. 30, 33, was almost literally fulfilled. For this king of 
Assyria, Tophet was ordained and the breath of the Lord like a 
stream of brimstone enkindled the fire for the destruction of his a®- 
my. At the time Jerusalem was taken by the Babylonians, thou- 
sands of slaughtered Jews were thrown in heaps in this valley, ac- 
cording to Jer. 7, 33, and 19,7. It was the piace of public execu- 
tion for criminals and a common depot for not only all bodies refused 
the res of burial, but also for all manner of pollution. To prevent 
noxious vapour frem proving injurious to the health of the city, a 
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fire was kept continually burning to consume the bones, decayed 
bodies of the slained, hanged, gibbited, and the common filth of the 
city, which being largely supplied, caused the fire to obtain the epi- 
thet, unguenchable. Dead bodies exposed to the influence of the 
atmospheric air, soon became putrid and clothen with worms; hence 
the valley received the name of the place where the worm dieth not 
and the fire is not quenched, Is. 64, 24, Mark. 9,44. But how wild 
is it to suppose the existence of a place like Gehenna, in another 
world ? Can fire and worms subsist together ? Can worms eat spir- 
its and fire burn incorraptible bodies? No! Let man be immortal 
and all the fires of a thousand Hells shall be unable to injure him! 


CALTALUS 

Though some might consider an explanation of this term essen- 
tial in a discourse of this nature, yet we deem it almost entirely un- 
necessary, because the word never occurs inany part of scripture 
universally acknowledged by christians. The second Epistle of Pe- 
ter especially the second chapter has been disputed in all ages ; and 
the probability is, that if Genuine, the apostle, without approving 
the fanciful notions of the Heathen, might cite a commonly received 
opinion,& argue from acknowledged principles. When we treated of 
Hades, we there observed that Tartarus was supposed to be the low- 
est and darkest department of that subterraneous region. From 
what is said 2 Peter 2, 4,17 and Jude 13, Dr. Campbell, Ewing 
and others, suppose Tartarus to be the dungeon or prison-house of 
Hades, where the ghosts are reserved in chains or solitary confine- 
ment, might we not ask these sages how spirits disembodied can be 
chained or what doors or walls can confine immaterial beings? But 
poor orthodoxy must avoid interrogation as well as definition. It 
seems then that whilst Hades was esteemed a kind of Debtors? 
prison, T'artarus was regarded as the solitary cells of criminals.— 
But tho’ superstition’s fancy paint-her gloomy scenes in different 
shades. still Hades and Tartarus were considered as one and the 
same and never were, nor are they yet. believed, by the learned, 
to be the abode of final wretchedness. ‘To this opinion Dr. Camp- 
bell fully agrees and the best Lexicographers define the words ac- 
cordingly. Tartarus says Phavorinus, is “ aer hupogaios kai ane- 
hos.” subterranean air, where the sun shines net ;” and Stephanus de- 
fines Hades **hupo gaias topos skoteinos, a dark place under the earth.’ 

We have now finished our investigation concerning the import of 
the Hebrew and Greek terms translated Hell, in the common Eng- 
lish version. and ‘venture to conclude, that nota word in all the 
Greek and Hebrew scriptures, signifies a place of punishment 
forthe wicked after death. On fable, on pagan fable alone, have 
orthodox divines built the antichristian dogma of Hell-torments. 
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Lecture on 1 Corinth. xv. 55. O Hell, where is Victory, 


Brethren in the Gospel of Christ, and Fellow heirs of the heaven- 
ly inheritance—You have heard of the grace of God which bringeth 
salvation to all men, and have been induced to admit that such a 
dispensation merited the title of Euangelion, good news. But when 
this grace of God displays iis glories by trum phing over sin, death, 
and hell—you are constrained to exclaim with Paul, it is the gluri- 
ous gospel of the blessed God. Herein you behold it unbosom the 
eternal and unchangeabie love of God towards mankind, by forming 
them in goodness, directing them in wisdom, glorifying them in 
power, and performing all things, for the exaltation of his own glo- 
ry, and the eternal beatification of all his intelligent ofispring. | 
know not wiih what feelings you have assembled this evening— 
whether you are disposed to bear what God the Lord will say, or 
determined to hold the vulgar opinions for the sake of popularity : 
O my God, save me from being a dissembler, a sycophant and big- 
ot. Let me dic an independent man, that my death may be gicet- 
ous; but may I never live an hour in sinful conformity, alike de- 
tested by God and honest men. The readiog which I have adopted 
is sup ported by the Greek text, the best translators and commenta- 
tors of ancient and modern times, and is the reading found tn the 

margin of many of your bibles. The word Hades, which occurs 
eleven times in the New Testament, is rendered hell in all except 
in my text, where it is translated grave. In this the crafty trans- 
lators, whose heads and erceds were equally full of heil and ‘damina- 
tion, betrayed their attachinent to the piou’s frauds of antiquity. and 
their disposition to save from ruin their favorite system, They 
perceived if the word //ades should: be translated hell, in the text, 
the doctrine built on this supposititious foundation would come to 

a Hell having lost its victory,and death its sting, universal sal- 
ation must follow ; and the Pagan doctrine of hell torments, which 
had beer introduced into the christian system. be forever neglec- 
ted. Beholding the inevitable catastropne which would. betali the 
whole system, rather than admit that the good news would extend 
toall people, they exposed themselves to the just charge of corrup- 
ting the word of God--2 Corinthians ii. 17. 

Awtul as the terms, death and he:l, may sound in your ears, my 
text unfolds the grace which will triumph over sin. it is an abyss 
which will Swallow up deathin victory ; itis a key which shall uo- 
lock the gates of Hades, and let the prisoners go iree. Death be- 
ing the wages of sin, followed itas a consequence ; but sin being 
destroyed, death and the grave must cease to devour, aud hell her- 


self be robbed of her prey. 
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friends, F undertake to disprove the wicked doctrine of hell tor- 
ments. If I succeed we shall rejoice together that men are now de- 
livered from that which held them, all their litetime, in bondage 
through fear of death. I shail achieve for you a more giorious liber. 
ty than that of which a Washington could boast, and introduce a new 
epoch in history, more important than ever has yet been commemo- 
rated by the offspring of Adam. Great God, favor my efforts! 

The doctrine of Hel! torments is drawn from false premises, these 
are 1. sin is infinite and eternal, 2. the eternal purpose and 
pena of the Deity is, that men continue to insult his character 
and government, that he may have the honor and satisfaction of dam- 
ning them to new and. untried scenes of fortune, during his own lifes 
time. The absurd do: trine of infinite sin depends on two others e- 
qually absurd and monstrous, namely, there shall be an eternal law 
ol prohibition,and an eternal propensity or liability to sin, therefore 
an eternal hell. An everlasting hell was built by Paganizing chris- 
tians on the supposition that sin is infiaite, which they supposed to 
be the violation of an infinite law, whose penalty was eternal dam- 
nation. Now if sin be infinite, it must be so either in the parts, or 
in the aggregate; if not in the parts, it cannot be tn the whole, for 
infinity can never be shown to consist of parts. If thus, one sin be 
infinite, and infinity cannot be augmented, then all the sin, commit- 
ted since Adam, amounts to just nothing ; for his sin being infinite, 
could not be augmented ; and therefore, joy to a world of sinners ! 
they have nothing to fear. Moreover if infinite sin merits infinite 
punishment, then one sinner deserves all the punishment of an eter- 
nal hell—and God himself cannot prepare more than infinite pun- 
ishment ; consequently there never could be more than one sinner, 
nor more than one sufferer in the universe. It would be absurd to 
suppose that God ever gave such a law—there is no intimation of it 
in the bible; infinite s nis nonsense, and infinite punishment is equal- 
ly ridiculous. Now if such be the law, purpose and disposition of 
the Deity, no man but a mean, ignorant hypocrite, would say he 
deserves better treatment than the tosults of the wicked or the curses 
of the damned!! But I shall plead, on behalf of the God and Fath- 
er of my master, Christ Jesus, not guilty, and endeavor to remove 
the reproach from his character by demonstrating the falsity of the 
charge from the evidences of almighty power and love derived trom 
the voice of reason and the testimony of Revelation. 

In all the descriptions of the divine law given in the sacred ora- 
cles, it is unitormly represented as a rule of life, and all its promi- 
ses and threatenings are commensurate with the present imperfect 


state of existence. The law was not made fora perfect man; but. 


for the lawless and disobedient ; and there is no intimation in the 
bible of disobedience ever having entered the world of spirits. All 
moral evil or imperfection, is confined to the carnai and terrene ex 
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istence and can never pass the gates of death. ‘The whole testimo- 
ny of God on this subject, is summarily expressed by Paul in one 
brief sentence, “HE THAT IS DEAD Is FREE FROM SIN,” Rom. 6, 7. 
The supposition of man’s liability to sin in another mode of exis- 
tence is not only irrational and antiseriptural, but also repugnant to 
the mora! change, which all human beings experience in death 
and the Resurrection ; and the wicked thought that God’s pleasure 
is the destruction of his creatures, is denounced by the oath of Jeho- 
vah and the mission of Jesus, Ez. 33,11. 1 Tim. 2, 4. John, 3, 17. 
and 1 John 4. 14. 

If all sin originate in the earthly or sensual body,will not the dis- 
solution of this earthly body terminate the reign of sin? Again, if the 
condemnation due to sin be protracted one year after sin has ceased, 
what assurance have we that condemnation will ever be removed ! 
May not the same disposition in Deity that leads him to punish sin 
one year after it cease, induce him to punish it eternally? If man 
be freed from temptation or liability to sin, at death, ought any thing 
less than actual experience or the plain testimony of God, induce us 
to admit, that man can suffer after death? ‘These questions are de- 
signed for the consideration of those who believe in purgatorial or 
disciplinary pains after death, as well as for the awakening of those 
who dream of everlasting Torments. 

An endless hell is useless, even according to the opinions of its ad- 
vocates. They affirm, men will ever be atoning for their sin, but 
never succeed to expiate even the least crime they may have com- 
mitted. Hence the punishment of hell must be inflicted to gratify a 
malignant and revengeful passion in the deity. Sure nothing less 
than pure malevolence could inflict pain for no other purpose than 
the gratification of incensed wrath. If the torments of hell could 
answer any good purpose, we could admit them; but they are nei- 
ther for example nor correction, consequently, they are the offspring 
of free unmerited malevolence ! Who can address a prayer to Jeho- 
vah, and call him father believing that he prepared hell for man. 
whom, unasked, he had thrown into existence, knowing that he would 
terminate his course in the terrific regions of despair. O Calvinists, 
what thing ye of your God, who begets children, makes a fire for 
them, and burns them to death. Nay, that is nothing ; he immortal- 
izes-their existence to please himself with their contortions! O Ar- 
minian, what better is-your God, who makes man, prepares the fire, 
clears the way, and sits calm and composed whilst he. beholds bis 
creatures going into the fire, and forever writhing in the liquid 
flames !! 

Some of my auditors, who revolt with horror from the doctrine of 
an endless hell, are still inclined to approve the doctrine of Purga- 
tory. This dogma originated as far as we can ascertain, with the 
Platonic philosophy. He taught that there is in matter a certain ree 
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fractory force, which resists the will of the great Artificer. Out of 
the soul of the universe, which had itself become contaminated by 
material mixture, God formed inferior souls, numerous as the stars, 
and sent them down to the earth to be imprisoned in bodies, But 
the soul being immortal, by disengaging itself from animai passions 
and rising to the contemplation of a world of intelligences, might 
regain its original habitation, Matter can never suffer annihilation; 
ihe world therefore, shall be forever; and by the action of the ani- 
mating principle, it accomplishes certain periods in which every 
thing returns to its ancient place or state. See Enfield’s history of 
Philosophy. 

The Platonic and Pythagorean doctrines had been admitted into 
the traditions of the Pharisees before the time of Christ—John ix. 2. 
Their ideas of punishment were Platonic, and those of a resurrec- 
tion Pythagorean. Josephus tells us that in the region of Hades, 
angels are appointed as guardians of the souls, who distribute lem- 
porary punishments unto them,agreeably to every one’s behavior and 
manner. Virgil causes Anchises to teach this doctrine to Aineas.* 
For sin are various penances enjoined, 

And some are hung to bleach upon the wind. 

Some plunged in waters, others purged in fires, 

Lill all the dregs are drained, and all the rust expires. 
The souls thus cleansed, to blest abodes repair, 

And breathe in ample fields, the soft Elysian air, 


In these lines Virgil describes the threefold means of remov- 
ing the pollution of the sinner; First, by the winds; second, by wa- 
ter, and third by fire. That after they had undergone purification 
they were introduced into the fields of the blessed. Origen adopted 
the Platonic doctrine and enlarged on it, and hence it became the 
prevailing sentiment among the christians of the third century. 

The description of the infernal regions had been abandoned to 
the fancy of painters and poets, who peopled them with so many 
phantoms and monsters, who dispensed their rewards and punish- 
iments with so little equity, that a doctrine, the most congeaial to 
the human heart, was disgraced by the absurd mixture of the wild- 
est fictions. ‘The doctrine ofa future state was not held in repute 
by the polytheists of Greece and Rome. They believed the provi- 
dence of the Gods to be visibly displayed on the theatre of the pres- 
ent world; therefore they neither feared nor expected a future state 


of existence. 


* “Supplicia expendunt, aliae panduntur inanes 
Suspensae 1d ventos ; aliis sub gurgite vasto 
Infectum eluitur seclus, aut exuritur igni. 

Quisque suos patimur manes. Exinde per amplum 
Mittimur Elysium.”—Aereid, 6, 740, 
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The doctrine isinferred from the abuse of the terms, Hell and dam- 
nation. We have shown that the word Hell, in its modern significa- 
tion, is totally abjured by the spirit of prophecy and the testimony of 
Jesus; and consequently it is a violation and corruption of divine 
truth, to place such a word in the bible. We shall now show that it is 
equally abusive to intrude the word, damnation, on the sacred re- 
cords of life and immortality. From Krino, to distinguish or judge, 
is derived K rites, a judge or critic, Krisis, a distinguishing. a judging, 
or determining ; and Krima, a decision or sentence. But if Krisis 
or Krima mean damnation, then Krino, must mean to damn, all judg- 
ing must be damning, and every judge, a damned person! Let us 
however admit the reading of Mat. 23, 33, and John 5, 29. ‘“damna- 
tion of Gehenna,’’—Resurrection of damnation,”’ and then let us 
translate accordingly the following passages, where the same word, 
Krisis, occurs. John 5. 22, the Father hath committed all damnation 
to the Son. Ver. 27, given him authority to execute damnation— 
Verse 30. my damnation is just-—John 16, 7—11,.the comforter will 
reprove the world concerning damnation—concerning damnation, 
because the prince of this world is damned. Jude 14, the Lord com- 
eth to execute damnation on all! Again, we shall take the word 
Krima, and translate it damnation. John 9, 39, for damnation | am 
come into the world— 1 Peter 4, 17. Damnation must begin at the 
house of God! Lastly let us take the word damn. Mark 16, 16. 
he that believeth not shall be damned. John 8, 10, 11. hath no man 
damned thee—neither do I damn thee—Mat. 12. 41, 42, the men of 
Nineveh shall rise and damn this generation—the Queen of the south 
shall damn it. In these passages the Greek word is Katakrino, but 
the simple verb Krino is also rendered to damn by our translators, 
2 Thes. 2, 12. God shall send them delusion, that they all may be 
damned... Now we shall use the same liberty in a few instances. 
John 5. 22, the Father damneth no man—3. 17, the Father sent not 
the Son to damn the world. John 12. 47, If any man hear my 
words and believe not, | damn him not; for | came not to damn the 
world, but to save the world. But some may be disposed to exclaim 
stop, you abuse the scriptures! Nay rather | would show you how 
you have abused them, by putting into them, the pagan & diabolical 
terms, Hell and damnation—i therefore conclude that there is no 
word, inthe original scriptures, that can, with even a shadow of pro- 
priety, be used to signify the punishment of Hell, which is what is 
generally meant by damnation. 

The doctrine of future rewards and punishments, was built on the 
supposition of the immortality of the soul ; a doctrine as fanciful as 
any of which the reveries of imagination can boast. All the phenom- 
ena from birth to death, are repugnant to the immatertality and im- 
mortality of the human soul; and compel us to admit with Lucre- 
tius, that all experience demonstrates, that the human mind grows and 
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decays with the body.* God has given us reason to distinguish, and 
senses to perceive and reflect; but this very reason shows the ab- 
surdity of embracing an opinion of spirit, which none of these senses 
will support. This doctrine, was invented in Egypt, the mother of 
superstition. and brought by Orpheus to Greece. Thence it passed 
to the Romans ; and being so admirably adapted to flatter human 

ride. Indians, Scythians, Gauls, Germans and Americans, eagerly 
received the dogma. The hypothesis of future punishment served 
two important purposes ; firstas a reply to the Atheists, who objec- 
ted to the unequal distribution of good and evil in the present state ; 
secondly, to restrain the manners of men, through the fear of being 
miserable in another world. Legislators beheving the docrine to 
act as a powerful charm, used their utmost exertions to give it pub- 
licity and influence. Hence Polybius blames the great men of his 
time for teaching the common people to despise the fables of the po- 
ets, and represents them as useful fictions. This doctrine was re- 
ceived by the Pharisees uuder the reign of the Asmonean princes, 
as well as several other articles from the philosophy of the eastern 
nations. such as fate, predestination, angels and spirits. See Gib- 
bon’s Rome, vol. 1. chap. 15. 

Though the philosopers sometimes pretend to countenance the 
dogma of future punishment, yet they taught that death would ter- 
minate all onr sufferings ; and in order to reconcile the minds of men 
to bodily dissolution, they affirmed death would either be an utter 
extinction of being or a change for the better, for with one voice 
they all rejected every kind of future punishment. Pythagoras 
taught that all souls were a portion of the great soul of the universe, 
and discarded the notion of future punishment, as a vain terror.— 
Plito sometimes favors the representations o* the poets, at other 
times despises them, as conveying too frightful ideas of futurity.— 
Cicero not only disavows, but even ridicules the doctrine of future 
punishment. and represents it to be opinion of the philosophers, that 
the gods are never angry, and therefore incapable of hurting any 
person whatever. 

Josephus appears to have had clear ideas of the origin of the doc- 
trine, for describing the religion of the Essens, he says, ‘they had 
the same notion as the Greeks. who allowed the islands of the bles- 
sed to their brave men, and the regions of the ungodly in hades.to 
the wicked, who, as their fables relate, are punished there. Hence 
their dehortations from vice, and exhortations to virtue. whereby the 
good are bettered by the hope of reward after death, and the vicious 
restrained by fear of torment. These doctrines lay an unavoidable 
bait for such as have once had a taste of their philosophy.” 

As our Lord delivered some of his discourses in the vicinity of 





*Quoque pariter cum corpore et nna crescere sentimus, pariterque senescere mentem. 
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Gehenna, a reference is made to that valley three times in the gos- 
ple history. But will any one pretend tnat the Jews believed, there 
wouid be a place in another world like Gehenna,in the neighborhood 
of theircity ? Did our Lord ever inform bis hearers that atter death 
men would be put intoa place like Gehenna? Answer these questions 
in the affirmative, and show the proofs, or forever abandon the 
wicked dogma. ‘To what part of the universe can we look for the 
modern hell, whose elements are fire and flame, the abode ot crea- 
tures totally abandoned of God; where infinite wrath perpetual- 
ly abides ; where nothing can be felt bui inexpressible tormeats- or 
heard but incessant groans and curses to all eternity? O ye Pa an 
fabulists and worshippers of Moioch, give to your gods the glory due 
to their deeds ; but do not blaspheme our God also! In vain do 
paganizing christians tell us of bible hells and evangelical torments. 
O it there were not a single sentence, in all the bible, on behalf of 
salvation, but that psalm. 145. 9, “his tender mercies are over all 
his works,” it alone would sutlice to water out all the hells of the 
universe! 

Punishmentin another state of being was never threatened, by 
God. as the penalty of any law which he ever gave to mankind— 
therefore it cannot be inflicted. —Deity cannot inflict a punishment 
for the breach of a law, which has never been promulgated; nor tor 
the violation of a law, to which man was incapable of yielding obe- 
dience. Now where, in the volume of revelation,jhas God published 
a law, the penalty of which is damnation, in a future mode of exis- 
tence? Our eagle-eyed, evangelical preachers, have discovered 
this heavy threatening in the phrase * ‘Thou shalt die!’ If so, then 
why are. they not afraid, for the threatening is unconditional? Ii to 
dic, means to die spiritually and eternally, then all who die must un- 
dergo the penalty ; and be forever abandoned of God to the regrons 
of despair, where all the guilty ghosts of Adams race must forever 
shriek and howl, 

Beneath the weight of heavy chains, 
: Tormenting racks and fiery cvals ; 


And darts to mflict immortal pas, 
Dipt in the blood of damned souls!!! 


_ Had the heathen poet heard these heralds of damnation, proclaim 
‘he coruscations of divine wrath,he would doubtlessly have cried out 


—~Tantene animis ceelestibus ire ?—Aon. 1. 11. 





Can heavenly minds such dire resentment show, 
Or exercise their spite in human woe ? 


Surely these advocates of endless misery, must be unbelievers 
themselves, otherwise they would fear to add to the revalation of 
heaven, lest God should add to them the plagues written in his book. 
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But perhaps they are of the same mind with their pious ancestors, 
that God will never bring — to account for pious frauds or useful 
corruptions of the sacred text! O for the day when every man will 
speak the truth to his ne chbokend the priest’s on keep knowledge, 
that the people may learn the law from his mouth ! 

In the annals of history, we read not of a more unprovoked hatred, 
and a more base crime than that of Cain. Abel had brought his of- 
fering to the altar of the most high God, and presented it with effec- 
tions of gratitude to the sovereign of heav en, and love to all his crea- 
tures. Ilis sacrifice was accepted ; Cain’s heart boils with indigna- 
tion—the venom of his spleen had almost destroyed him; nothing 
can glut his vengeance, ull he dyes his hands in brother’s blood !— 
Surely the thunders of Almighty will not sleep, nor his lightnings 
cease to play, ull the wretch be hurled into the hottest of Tartarean 
flames. Yet strange to relate, the Gracious God of heaven only 
threatens him with temporal banishment,from the society of his breth- 
ren or father’s family. O Cain, had you lived in the days of ortho- 
doxy, they would have told you such news as would have harrowed 
up your spirits; for toall the temporary pains threatened by God,they 
add eternal misery in the lake, that burns with fire and brimstone ! 

When Ged gave the law on Sinai, amidst thunders, lightnings, tem- 
pests, and smoke, we might have naturally expected, that if he ever 
intended to denounce damnation, fire would have proceeded from 
fire, and smoke from smoke! But will any man be so wild or fanat- 
ical as to assert, that the Jewish law contained any such threatening 
as eternal misery? No Jew, previous tothe Babylonean captivity 
ever imagined that God would punish him, in another world, for sins 
committed against the Mosaic institution. The heaviest penalty 
ever threatened in the Jewish law, was the loss of life or the disper- 
sion of that nation. Shall it be pretended that God concealed the 
pains of hell, till the sinner was snared and taken, and then inflicted 
the never ending torments of a merciless burning fire! God forbid, 
that I shouldso blaspheme my Creator’s character and government. 

Van it be admittes that the glorious gospel of the blessed God con- 
tains those dreadiul denunciations, unknown to the’ Mosaic dispensa- 
tion. Surely not. Jesus is the mediator of a better covenant, foun- 
ded on better promises. The law is called the vsiniulanii of 
death, and the gospel the ministration of life ; can then the ministra- 
tion of lite, unfold the horrors of an eternal death, unknown to that 
very dispensation, which was emphatically denominated the ministra- 
tion of death ? 

Reviewing on this part of our subject, what is called Evangelical 
preaching, we may apply to modern preachers, the language of 
God by the prophet Jeremiah; Many pastors have destroyed my 
vine yard ; they have made my pleasant portion a wilderness, Chap. 
12, 10. They think to cause my people to forget my namé by their 




















Hell Destroyed. 157 
dreams. Behold Iam against the prophets, saith the Lord, that use 
their tongues, and say he saith. Jer. 23, 27—31. Often have | 
challenged these dreamers to produce a single passage ‘rom the sa- 
cred scriptures, wherein God had threatened man with punishment 
after death; but though my request kas frequently caused the little 
divines to rage, yet it always proved a sovereign anodyne to all 
my philosophic al and literary opponents. Indeed I have fully come 
to this conclusion, which | deem perfectly correct, that were it not 
for ignorance, fanaticism, and the love of gain, there could not be 
found a single advocate of hell torments! ! 

Thé law killeth, but the gospel or spirit of life quickeneth. Like 
the good God from whom it sprang, it isa fountain of living waters 
whose streams magnificently flow in glorious abundance, producing 
life and purity throughout the vast empire of the univers. ‘The ex- 
cellence of the new covenant & its superiority will appear,by consid- 
ering that all the promises are absolute and unconditional ; and there- 
fore incapabie of mutation. From the first proclamation of the gospel, 
all the blessings of it were pronounced to be free grace, flowing from 
an impartial God, and therefore for the whole family of the great 
universal Parent. 

When Jehovah said to Adam, * the seed of the woman shall bruise 
the serpent’s head ;°? when he promised to Abraham, Isaac and Ja- 
coh. that in pee seed, i. e. Christ, “all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed,’ were not these promises unconditional? Js the 
law, says Paul, agaist these promises of God. Gal. iit, 17, 21.— 
God forlid! The law which was 430 years, cannot disannul the 
covenant of God in Christ, that it should make the promises of none 
effect. Micah, addressing the great God, says, “* Thou wilt per- 
form the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou 
hast sworn to our fathers from the days of old.”? Micah, vii. 20. 
Jehovah never can change, therefore his truth and covenant shall 
endure for ever. Men may err, through ignorance, from the right 
way, and God may chasten them with rods, yet will he never make 
void his covenant, nor change that which he has spoken, but his 
faithfulness will remain to all generations.—Ps. Ixxxix. 30, 35. 
] will make a new covenant saith the Lord, not according to the 
covenant | made with Israel when | brought them out of Egypt: ! 
wil print my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, 
and will be their God, and they shall be my people; they shall all 
know me from the ledst to the greatest, for I will remember their 
sins no more.—Jer. xxxil. 31, 35. Heb. viii. 8, 13. Gods re- 
cord concerning his Son, is that we, the whole offspring of Adam, 
have eternal life in him. ‘The unbeliever attempts to make God a 
liar, by not believing God’s report; notwithstanding, the unbelief 
of man can never make the word of God of none eifect. The gift 
of God, which comes to all men, is eternal life; and when Jesus 
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our life shall appear, we shall be like him ; for he will change our 
vile bodies into his grovmone image, and 60 we shall be ever with 
the Lord.—1 John ii. 2.) Phil. tii. 21. 
Punishment in the future world is inconsistent with the justice of 
God, and the changes to which the human body is subjected. Such 
are the laws of animal ecovomy, and the transmigration of matter, 
that pain must immedi rely follow the vicious act as its consequent, 
or otherwise it cannot with propriety be inflicted. Through the af- 
flux and deflux of particles, the human body is perpetually chang- 
ing, and must entirely change every five or six years; therefore 
God has ordained that the righteous are recompensed in the earth, 
much more the wicked and the sinner. There is po peace, saith 
my God, to the wicked; they have no rest day nor night, but are 
continually tormented. tna word, the wicked are turned into hell, 
i. ec. trouble, fear, and pain, irom the day they assume thie ceninnins 
ter, till they cease to be wicked—then, and not till then, shall they 
enter into rest. O the riches both of the goodness and wisdom of 
God. 

Some may ask shall not the wicked be put into hell after death ? 
Is not this the meaning of the psalmist, Ps. ix. 17. | answer no; 
the Pagan hell was atter death, but the biblical hell is in this state 
of being. Poor mistaken man, no longer dream that thou can 
sin wifully, and yet escape the jus st chastisement of the Lord. His 
hand will find thee out. His eyes run to and fro through the earth, 
ieholding the righteous and the wicked, and men will distinguish ; 
they must see, if P guided by truth and light, that God maketh a dif- 
ference between him that serveth the Lord and him who serveth him 
not. Mal. iii. 15. 

In this body dwell those propensities which induce man to sin.— 
Bodily appetites and passions entice the man. Sin and suffering 
follow unlawtul indulgence. In the self same body in which man 

fends, in it he shall undergo the reward of his folly, and there is no 
respect of persons. 

‘Vhe doctrine of the resurrection prohibits the doctrine of future 
misery. Many have supposed that Ged will raise the dead in simi- 
lar circumstances to those in which they departed this lite, but the 

upposition is heathenish and anti-scriptural. Paul treats largely of 
i resurrection, but never intimates that any should have reason to 
dread, the consequences, He affirms, that as in Adam all die, so in 

Christ svall all be made alive. Death was the wages of sin; it fol- 
lowed as a consequent, but grace reigning through Jesus, the com- 
mon Lord and redeemer of man, abounds to the obliteration of guilt, 
and the introduction of everlasting righteousness ; abolishes sin and 
its consequences, disease and death; brings immortality to light, and 
passes upon all men for justification of life, which the son of God 
imparts to every man without exception. In the history of the res- 
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urrection Paul does not contemplate moral character, nor distinguish ; * 
parties. Therefore. he adopts the human body, as the subject con- 
cerning which he predicates all he says, concernng a future state of B17 fe 
being. This body 1s committed to the earth in dishonor, it is raised mt 
in glory ; in weakness, but raised in power; it is sown a natural body, is i | 
it is raised a spiritual body ; it is sown in corruption, but raised in- a 
corruptible ; a mortal body, ‘but raised immorial. Al] must be chan- y 
ged. Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God. As we Vi : 
have borne the image of the earth! y, so we shall bear the im age of a 
the heavenly. Our first state of being has been earthly. carnal sen- 4 if 
sual, fleshly, corrupt and mortal ; et our second mode of being, 4 
shall be heavenly, spiritual, intellectual, incorruptible, and immor- q 
tal. O glorious. state of unchangeable, unmixt felicity. When shall 
we enter into it and see the joys of our Lord! Rejoice, believers mite 
Rejoice in the Lord, his beloved disciple informs you, when Jesus . "ae 
appears, you shall be like him, i. e. he shall change your vile body, Hy 
and fashion it like to his glorious body, by that power by which he yi 
is ahle to subdue all things to himself—Phil. iit. 21. Jesus, the er 
faithful and the true witness, testifies, that in the resurrection, men if 
shall be as the angels of God! Luke 20 36. Blessed Saviour, nev- 
er did the base notions of the resurrection proclaimed by pretended 
orthodoxy, enter thy mind; nor were they known to thine apostles. 
On the contrary, they proclaim glory,honor, and immortality to eve- 
ry soul of man, every son anddaughter of Adam without distinction, 
as God’s iree gift to the whole human race. 

No rational man could ever have indulged in opposite sentiments, 
had not his mind been abased by superstition and dishonorable views 
of God. There could be ne proportion between the finite feeble acts 
of men, and interminable pain or bliss—for the evil or good which 
man may periorm in this life, is abundantly recompensed. The fu- 
ture state of existence is entirely of free, sovereign, and unmerited 
favor; and as God ts impartial, he bestows it on all bis intelligent 

offspring indiscriminately. In this appears the character and con- 
ductof a truly benevolent father; he was able to impart blessings and 
happiness to all his offspring. he showed his tmpartiality and wisdom 
in doing so. The Di. ‘theke, testament, or will which he made, be- 
queathed eternal telicity omni immortal happiness to all the legatees ; 
and his wisdom and power provided the means, as Omniscience saw 
necessary,to place every one in full possession of the inheritance.— 

O how inexpressitby better are the promises of the new covenant, 
than those of the old.” These were conditional and temporal, but eter- 
na! and universal honor to the Most High God, possessor of heaven Hi 
and earth; the promises of ihe new and weil ordered covenant are si 
absotute aad eternal. The crown is incorruptible, and fadeth not am i 
aw.y, reserved 'n heaven tor us. Al! the men in earth, or dev- et 
ils in hell, if such beings antl place exist. conid never touch tha! { 
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crown of righteousness, which the Lord the righteous judge will give 
# in the day of the resurrection and restitution. Gospel hearers, the 
a heavens must retain Jesus till the time of the restitution of all things, 
but the apostle tells you that he expected the Lord Jesus from heav- = 
en to change our vile bodies and make them like his glorious body. 
The change and restitution are the same. At that happy period, 





foretold by the prophet, \ 
4 “i 
i His own soft hand shall wipe the tears 
7 From every weeping eye. 
4 And pams, and groans, and griefs, and fears, 
| And death itself shall die. 
| 
A ‘,t Error. The text should have read, O hell, where is thy Victory ! c 
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Tur Genesee Brancu or toe Western Association oF Unt- 
‘i VERSALISTS, convened according to adjournment, on the ‘4th ult. F 
y at the Academy in Pembroke, Genesee co. x. y. Br. I. Whitnell t 
{if was chosen moderator, and brs. J. S. Thompson and L. S. Ever- ti 
H\ ett, Clerks. One candidate for the Ministry, Henry D. Davis, and C 
he five new societies lately formed in Barre, Clarence, “Rochester, Or- 3 
f angeville, and Le Roy, received fellowship. The council consist- k 
ed “of fourteen ministering brethren, and a numerous and respecta- 0 
ble delegation from the different societies. The congregation heard ’ 
4 joyfully “the glad tidings from brs. Adams, Thompson, Everett, ' 
Potter, and Flagler, who were selected preachers on that interes- ; 
ting occasion. 
The Committee of Discipline, on making their report, expressed 
’ their sorrow, that evil rumours injurious to Br. J. S. Thompson’s ‘ 
character, had been so officiously circulated by his tormer Methodist ' 
| brethren, and declared, they were unable to account tor the conduct ' 
of his defamers, on any other principle than the effects of overheated ' 
|, zeal ; and that notwithstanding all that had been said or published , 
against br. Thompson, they saw no just foundation for preferring a- 
i; ny charge against his moral character. { 
; The Association voted that the report of the committee, in relation ' 
to Br. Thompson, be recorded and published in their minutes, as 
the sense of the Council. Adjourned to meet at Parma, Monroe Co. , 


owt “ 


the last Wednesday of Sept. 1825. 





*,* The communication from Junius will appear in our next.—- 
That from Elbridge, as soon as possible. 
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